
' "Army of the dhlo, li%)or General Schofleld command

lu^antry 1M*3
(Artillery . J79.i®'

Total 13,5.r>9
Number of gun*
Grand aggregate number of iroops B8,7»7
tirand aggregate uurnWr of guns 254

About these figures were ma n'ained during Ui( cam¬

paign, the number of men joining from furlough and
fiuspiials compensating for the low Is battle and from
.iokness.

TOT ttTB OKPABTMNTB.
In the Department of Kentucky lb i* was likewise a

targe active force, under command of Mnjor General
Surbndge, and also in East Tennessee, under Major Gen¬
eral Htoneman. Adequate forces w re reserved in the
Department of Washington, uudcr Major General Augur,
¦to protect tbe capital and the immeuse depots oi° military
#uppllee at Washington und Alexandria, and also In the
mMitary depa tment under Msjor General Lewis Wallace,
1o cover Baltimore and the important lines of supply and
communication in that de|>artment. Besides the armiss
operating actively In the field, troops were assigned to
garrison exposed and Important strategic points, to guardfiotipilalri, recruiting station.", prison camps, supply <le-
gtota, railroad lines, and to defend border States and the
northern frontier from rebel raids.

In the Department of the South a force was operating
.gainst Charleston and in Florida, under General Gilf
gnore.

THS TRANS-MISSISSIPPI ABMIKS.
WestoftheM s8iB0ippltheforo.es were under the re-

.peottve departmental commanders. In tbe Department

.f the Gulf, embracing Louisiana and Texas, Major Gen¬
eral Banks had his headquarters at New Orleans. The
Department of Arkansas was in command of Major Gene¬
ral Steele. Major General Curtis commanded the troops
assigned for the Department of Kansas and tbe Indian
Territory. The troops in the Department of Missouri
were under command of Major Genoral Rosecrans. Tbe
defence of tbo Northwest' rn .-tales and Territories
.gainst Indians, expeditions to check Incursions and re¬
duce hostile tribes, and to protect the over and route to
California, employed a considerable force under Major
Gonoral Pope, in the Northwest Department, General
Carleion in New Mexico and Arizona, and General Conner
In tbe Indian Territory. Tbo Slates nnd Territories on
the Pacific coast required but a small force, undi r Major
Oeneral McDowell.

The headquarters of the Lieutenant Gonoral command¬
ing all tbe armies were with tho Army of tbe Potomac In
tho Held.

total ftrsxoth or or* ah»ty in mat, 1884.
Official reports show that on the 1st of May, 1804, tho

aggregate national mili ary force of all arms, officers and
men, was nine hundred and seventy thousand seven hun¬
dred and ten, to wit:.
Available force present for duty 062,345
On detacbe.l Bervice in the different military de¬

partments 109,348
In Held hospitals, or until for dutv 41 '.(30
In general hospitals, or on sick l ave lit homo.... 75,078
.Absent on furlough, or as prisoners of war 60,290
Absent without leave 15,4 *3

Grand aggregate 070,710
Tho aggregate available force present for duty May 1,

JH0t, was distributed in the d ll'urcut commands as
fol.owa:
Deportment of Washington 42.124
Army of tbe l'otomac l.o,:,so
Department of Virginia and North aroiina 60. I'll*
Department of tho South 18,165
De|>artment of the Gulf 01. '<00
Department of Arkansas 23 WO
Department of tho Tounesneo 74,174
Department of tho Missouri 15,770
Department of tho Northw st O V'ift
Department of Kansas 4,708
Headquarters m.lltary division o. the Mississippi. 170
Department ot' the < umberland 110, 'US
Department of the Ohio 36 410
Northern Debar ment it, ..40
Department of West Virginia 30,782
Department of tbo Host 2,928
Department of the Susquehanna 2,«V0
Middle Department 5,627
Ninth army corps 20,780
Department of Now Mexico. 3,454
Department of the l'a title 5,141

, «K12.W5Total
OKWRRAL 1-ANKS' RRD TUTKR BXVKDITIO*.

A«tive military operations west of the Mississippi com-
tnencod In tnemouth of March, led Tim pr;n-,pal
reUol forces bevona tho Mississippi were cnnrvnlriLtA
under General Klrby Smith, at hbi^veport on tho
UmI river Against this lorco an expedition
was undertaken by Major Gotland w"|»m ijjrofl Hrmv from Now Or!cAU8, ^
operated with by troops from the DepartmentofArkansas, under General . teelo, nnd from the Dtv .sionSfflM*. under Gen. rul A. J. Smith and a^.ularire naval force, under Admiral Porter. fJouorat Hati^a£ItL his forces reached Alexandria about the SOUi of
Mundi Advancing thence towards .-lirevoport, it seriesfSiL» MmmSnced, that ended in the fit... of the
expedition with heavy loss of men .tntl materia.. 1 bo
eause of thin failure is still a auhject of diw:uHrton, n<>t
.material to tno present report. AliJiougb by this mi
hap the eueiny was enabled to occupy the attention a
large force designed and that might havo been emi'loy
in other fields, he was himself kept in cheek and bin-
derod from taking part in the grout campaigns cum. of
the Mississippi.

GRANT'S CAJIFAWN IN VIMIINiA
The campaigns in Virginia op nod ou the lay or

May By s.multanoous movements the Army of the
Potomac crossed the Rap dan, nnd City i oiut. 'm ibe
south side of the James, *as se.zod and ou u,)''
Oenoral Butler. The crossing of the Kapldan was etlcctod
without r distance from thoenomy. The movement against
City Point took h tn by surprise, i be Army of the Potomacwa£ directed at Lee's army, while the city of Richmond
was the objective potato: the Army or the Jam> s.

Minute details of the eub-eq ent campaigns are g \ on
In the accomi>anylng report* of the Lieutenant Uoui ral
.nd other dlstinKuished commanders, so thai n^th'iH.inore than a cursory view or the main results is here
required.

^ aMrrL]ta north or tiir "¥».
The antagonistic armies or Me.ule aud Lee met in con-

fllct near Mine Itun on the 5th day or May. >oriy-ihit
4afi oT desperate fighting or marching by day and night
loroed back the rebel army from thy Rupidan to their
jntrencl.ments around Richmond, and carried the Army1» ,v.a Potomac to the south s do of the Jatnos rl\« r.
The strength or the enemy's force when the campaign
Aoeued or the exteut of bis loss, is not known to thisSEment. Any inequality of nembers between l ews
mrmv and the Army of the Potomac was. fully
«ated by the advantage of position. Resolute p«.
.nit desperate valor were exhibited on?n the battles of the W.lderiicd*, Spottsy.vinia
Court House, Jericho Kord. Hawe s 8hoj> .»n«l
field HarlMir many bravo soldlen and r «¦ ant
offlcers perished. Among them were llrigadlor oeral
Wadewnrtli, Brigadier General II'«y» and Major ('1i" r*1
Bedgwlck. Lieutenant General .Irani in bis re;H/.l >b*

""..The"battles of the Wildernee< Spottsylvanla, North
Anna and Cold Harbor, bloody and ternDie
on our side, were even more d imaging to the T ' 1 *¦.and bo crippled him as to make him wary ever nit r tSktng the offensive. H s losses in men were probably
not so great, owing to tho fai t Hint we were, save In the
Wilderness, almost Invariably tho attacking party, and
when he did attack it was in the open Held

raimko on tub INrut's " m^lnk-aiion
Although ex|>ei Utions of destroyin? V*.* * ®

the epoedv capture or Richmond and letersbiir£V.eredisappointed, and the enemy bad found r^uge b. h iid
Imoroitnatil rorti Ilealions, the campaign was stl.l l"?'1".uted with determined purpose toward* the same ob|e< .

.While th < rebel army was sheltered in his iutrcnohm< nt
the uatlonal forces were busy at work out-
aide strengthening and advancing tli^r poMt «,
breaking Hit coininunicalltum «f
cutting oir and destroying his supplies,
limits harassing blm by raid* und oe<;np>lng hi nt
tlon to prevent detAChiuonts or reinlorceuiunts being
¦ent to operate elsewhere.

TH* aUKNAJtlSIAlI OI'ERATIO.- ' OK firVTKR
Active oi)ernt ions wore also go ng on in the vallsj ef

the Shenandoah. On tho 1st or May an expedition under
Oenerals Crook and Aver.ll was sent out by Oenenil
Blgel, which reached WTtheville and acooinp'Kbed the
destruction or much re lie 1 property. «-on'iral Sigel ad-
vinrmi 011 ihe 8lh day or May, with his force, from Win-
ehesUsr to ^wmarket, where! met by tho enemy under
General Breckinridge, ho was defeated and fell bai k to
ii \A*r General Hunter wo* ttien placed in coiti-
nand of tho department He mart hod with a strong

repair tho '°ssesortheariny orthe 1 otomai . Ui< '
.r the rorco desigived to guard the Middle I»rp.irtm< nt an i
Ahe Depanjiiont or Washington was called forwurd to tnc
fnml. Taking adv«nts.i?o or this siale ol ullair'. in n
absence of General Hunter s < omtnand, the enemy

. large detachment from their aimj at Richmond, wimp,¦nder General Karly, moved down ttie Hhenaudofb vai-
ley threatonlhg Baltimore and Washington. Their n<i?arice was cheeked at Monocacy, whore a severe otig.-' ne-
meot was rought by our troops uu 1 r (U rn rnl Walla' o.
relnrorced by a part of tho Hlxth.ori», under Gt'in-r-.l
Rickotls. A«or this battle tho on-my oontlu i 1 t" - '
?anno unUl they rea< bed the Intrenchinents aiound
Washington. Here they wcro met by troops from the
Army or tho l'otomac, consist-tin of the Sixth . -i s,under General Wright; a pwt of the hl^.th eorj r
General Uillmore, and o t>art or the Nlnet 'i n b
Just arrived from New Orleans under *, on. r.a ^ iyBv these troop# the enemy were on on back roni \ u^h-
Uurton and retreated hastily to Virginia, punu' d iiy our
forces under General Wright.

inn nns!<AM>oAR or««ATt oe Mir UUN
On Ihn Tth day or August, 1»04, General i-heridan w is¦»i»cJl In command or tho tnlHUry division tiipr dn-£i. 2iSrtr^ of Washington, the tiepiwrtmcut <¦: W; rt

Vinrleia tho Department of tho H>iv«iuehanna snd theS,^t« Dernrtment. In two great bc.ttles, nt the eros"ng?r the Opequan, on the 19th of September, and at KM' t '

woi »i!n *>ii 0r September, the rotiel army underBarfy was routed and driven from the valley with imSenSe Tom of prisoners, artillery nnd stores A despe-
mto effort was made by the enemy to recover tie r jsisiEon Karly was strongly rei.i.on d, and or the morn.; u

- llw* i At k g\t iirtnher i f tbo ab ;eti« e of n« r.ti>»« "L^b J.9lunJ. were surp. bis position turne I

jS;SSS«r;iegSg&a&sgJnliey, and a rebel force appeared there no more dur ng

^rclt^l. aimlos mestE'yjsrssjss -.vasg^4cftlee andj aero* rlvor*. ovorcoming or turni g

formidable entrenahed paattl., defended by a strong,
well appointed \< terao army, commanded by an alert,
cautious and skilful general. The campaign opened on
tho 0th day of May, and on the 2d day of Septomber the
national Torre* entered Atlanta. This achievement is
th»H described in General Sherman'* Field Order
No. 68:.

" n the lit or May our armies were lying m garr!non,
seem ngly quiet from Knoxvllle to HunUville, %ud our
enemy lay behind bis rocky-farad barrier at I>alton.
proud, detlant and exalting. He bad bad time since
Christinas to recover from his un tba Mis¬
sion Ridge, with Ills ranks filled «ud a B'w omimander-
in-chief, tad |c ond to none la the coofoderary for re¬
putation for skill, sagacity and Mtreme popularity.
All at once our armies assumed life and n< uon and
appeared before Dalton Threatening Rocky Face
we threw ourselves upon Resfacca, and the
rebel army only escaped by the rapidity of its
retreat, aided by the numerous roads with which he vls
fauiiliur, and which were strange to us. Again he took
post in Allatoona, but we gave him no rest, and, by oar
circuit towards Dallas and subsequent movement to
Acworth, we gained the Allatoona Pass. Then followed
the eventful battles about Kenesaw, and the escape of
the enemy across the Chattahoochee river.
The croxsing of the Chattahoochee and breaking of

the Augusta rood was most handsomely executed by us,
and will be studied as on example in the art of war. At
this Mage of our game our enemies became dissatisfied
with their old and skilful commander, and selected one
more bold and rash. New tactics were adopted. Hood
first boldly and rapidly, on the 20th of July, fell on our
right at Poach Tree creek, and lost. Again, on
the 22d, he struck our extreme left, and was severely
punished, and finally, again on the 28th, he re¬
peated the attempt on our right, and that time must
have become satiotied, for since that date he hai remained
on the defensive. We slowly and gradually drew our
lines about Atlanta, feeling for the railroad which sup¬
plied the rebel army and made Atlanta a place of im¬
portance.
We must concede to our enemy that he met these

eflbrts patiently and skilfully, but at last be made the
mistako we had waited for so long and sent his cavalry
to our rear far beyond the reach of recall. Instantly our
cavalry was on his only remaining road, and we followed
quietly with our principal army, and Atlanta fell Into
our possession as the fruit of well concerted measures,backed by a brave and confident army. "

TUB MARCH TO TBI SJEA.
For military reasons, stated in the report of the Lieu¬

tenant General, It was determined that Atlanta should
bo Uostroyod and Sherman's armies push forward to
Savannah or some other point ou the Atlantic coast.

Shortly before the fall of Atlanta General Johnston had
be -n superseded in command of the rebol army by Gen¬
eral Hood, who, adopting a different system from that
pursued by his cautious predecessor, boldly assumed tho
oil'enslro, with a view to forco General Sherman
from Georgia by cutting off his communications, and
In- adlng Tennessee and Kentucky. Pursuant to this plan,Hood, by a rapid march, pa nod and broke up at Big
Shanty tho railroad that supplied Sherman's army, ad¬
vanced to Pal-on and thenre moved towards Tennessee.
Hoed was followed from Atlanta by General Shrnmu far
enough north to covor his own purpose and assure hint
against Hood's interrupting tho contemplated march to
tho sea const. Sherman turned back suddenly to At-
lunta. Tli.it city und all the railroads leading to it wero
destroyed, and on the 15th of November tho march com¬
menced lor Savannah. Advancing in throo columns,ami living upon the country, the capital of the State and
oth"r un go towns were occupied without resistance.
<i aural SUorman's command, on tho 10th of Decomber,
"closed in oa thu enemy's works which covered Savan¬
nah. " Fort McAllister wus gallantly carried by assault
on the same day. The city of savannah, strongly forti-
licd and garrisoned by a largo force under General Har-
d o, was summoned, but surrender was refused. Pro¬
curations lor assault wero made, and in the night of the
20th of Dec inber Hardee evacuated the city, aud, with a
large purt of h ft garrison escaped under cover of darkness.
Thf United tales troops entered the city early on the
mornit g of thu 21st of Docembcr. Itnmenso quantities
of arms, animun.tlon, ordnance and military stores wore
captured, and the cotton ttiat fell into our hands amounted
in value to many millions of dollars.
WKII r,

"OOD'.', CAMPAIOII or KA8HVIIJ.B.
While General Sherman's army was marching south

rroni Atlanta to the aeacoast tho rebel army under Hood

Tanllfc reinforced, was moving north, threatening
T nne^<*>- Tho task of encountering thin formidable

f"< , und defending the border States from invasion was

,!hivU,,0i v,"Ji'r (i#nerul °®orgo H- Thomas, who was

i v
80CO«1<1 in command, Major Gouoral

! ?! ^ H General Thomas says:
myself confronted by tho nrmy which, under

v\n,U^ .'v, J10l!n8,°"» '»ad so .skilfully resisted tho ad
vance of tho whole actlvo army of the military d vision
of t lie Mississippi from Dalion to tho Chattahoochee, ro
Inroroed by a well equipped and enthusiastic cavalry
command of over twelve thousand men led
,.^,u "f th® boldest and most successful
cavar.v (ommanders in the rebel army Mr
inlormatlon from all sources continued the reported
strength stated of Hood's army to bo rrom forty to forty-
fn o thousand Infantry and from twelve to nrteeu thou-

' n.yalr>'; My effective force at this Uine consist d

.oral i s C&ab0U.KUS!* ^ousand, under Major
u.neral 1Kb. bianloy; the Twenty-tlurd corps, about

divi! innT ' U! ,
aJor °eneral Schodeld; Hatcher's

b , yl*«out four th0lu«»nd; Croxlon's brl-

, 7° ,ho"Sftud Ave hundred, and Capron's brigade
ol about one thousand two hundred. Tho balance of ray
force was distributed along the railroad and ported at

Stevenson, Bridgeport, Huntsvlih', Deca

«r ,i i,niH ^h °.°tta[.to kofip op,n cur communications

c uM iw,
the [Kjsts above named, if attacked, until they

88 Up '°lhi8 llmo " was impossible
to determine which course Hood would take, advance on

r . i le or ,turn towards Huntsvllle. Under these clr-

<¦ XSS2 ,!rM manifestly best to act on the deionslve
: uutlt auffletently reinforced to Justify taking tho offon-

'2"' °r November communication with
ra1 Fhttrmau was aevored, the last despatch from

il^t iin f' 'm mvll!i' Georgia, at twenty-live minute*
j«.st two P. M. on that date Ho had started on
Ms great expedition from Atlanta to the seaboard,
enemlfir >?« f if * wi? T,'nn08<"'e or *0 Pursue the
initny irhe followed tho commanding general's column.
It niis, therefore, with cousiderabie auxietr that we
watched the forco at Florence, to discover what course
they would pursue with regard to General Sherman 's

rmining thereby whethor the troops
under my command, numbering less than half those i.n-
der Hood, were to act on the defensive In Tennessee or
take the offensive In Alabama. "

_r.
TI,B "ATTIJC or rRAMCIJ*.

®,n t*1'' possibility of Hood following Sherman was
ovor, General Thomas look measures to act on the de¬
fensive. Keinforcementa of now regiment* were hur-

h'mA by the Governors or the Western
. tales. AJ1 troops fit for any military duty were collected

and sent forward from the hospitals; absentees on leave
wero called in; tho employes In the Quartermaster's De¬
partment were armed and organised for duly in the en¬
trenchments, and two dl\ isions of veteran infantry, un¬
der command or General A. J. Smith, that hod ko.-n
florving on tho Ked rivor and afterwards In Missouri
were pushed forward to General Thomas. By th.«e
means his forces wen. spe dily swelled, when concen-
'.rnted, to an army nearly as large as that of the enemy.
Tho public property and garrisons were drawn In from

Lrripi!rnv"ii!1 f!?inu Dot ro<Jur(Mi to tho
rorUHtations of Nasb\llle wore strengthened, and every
preparation was made for a struggle of no ordinary may

I'.I iT"l,JMlvan .c<1 to Columbia, whore his attempt
to tress l uck creek was checked ror a while by
General Scioflold who repulsed tho enemy manV
times with heavy loss. Scholleld's main force in front
or Columbia was withdrawn on the ulght «>r tho 29th of
-November, and a position taken at Franklin on the
morning of the 30th. Here to«k placo one or the most
llerus and bliKxhr battles or the war. "The enemy"

A"'",'r"1l ^omus, in his report, "followed clo oSy
am r General SchuUeld s rear guard In the retreat to
mnklln, and, upon coming up with the main force,
(orated rapidly and advan ed to assault our work* r,-
pentlng attack a: tor attack during the entire afierr
and as Ink) as ten P. M. Ills eirorts to hreuk our lines ».

tontinued General Scholleld's posit on was excellent) v
choi-en. with imth Hangs resting on the r.ver, am his
men firmly h Id their ground against an overwhelm¬
ing eneiny, who was repulsed In every assault alon.- tho
whole lino. Our lose, as given by General Schoflcld In
his report Iran -hi It ted herewith (and to which I respect¬
fully refer), is lsu killed, 1,033 wounded and 1.104 miss.
mg, making an aggregate of 2,320 We captured and
"'.'n . , jSiy"6 "w prisoners, Including one gene al
olllcer and .fci stands of colors. Major General !..
tani'-y, coiniiMudlng Fourth corps was severely woi.m. J

¦u >Ri:ikiln v/liile eugag><d In rallying a portion or hi
i omuinml which hail been temporarily overpow red hy

The "im/if n
" alttt, k of tho on*m7 At the time or

ih battle the enemy's loss whs known to be severe, and
i.?." Tho exact tig res were only oh
.
"' "owevcr, on the reoccupatlon or Praiiklln by our

battles or December 16 and 16. at

!I>7- o ^"lH. no',r *"hviMe. and are ,(|ven as

,«i
e< Upon "old' ,-7-'i0; dlsahli'd

ii?. " ",p,ul Franklin, 3,S(»0, which, with
lY2 Pri-<*,nors already reported, nuke an at:

L",r, f -?2- »l""n* whom were six gene-
rni otno rs k >. d. six wounds and une raptuied. The

°l """ «.n,,Jris.v.o
gl ly a|iprer inted; for it not only s«irlously checked the

* ilrt and gave General tcholletd tune to re-

i",<!, b" »,r°i>,'r,y ^ Naahvme. b..i u

m' C',. '
,?'j7.rn *,non" th0 ,n,,n "f hnod'e

rnoIen.nh?? doubly cautious in their subsequent
THK nATTU iraroRR HASHTtLia.

On the night alter tho battle of Franklin General Scho-
field, by the din-ction of General Thomas, fell back to

,'v fronl nf which city, on the heia. ?.» .
line oi baltlo v*is formed by noon of the 1st of Decern
her. Hood s army appeared herore Nashville on the 2d or
Itocemiier Tlie mi nse severity or the weather pre-
vented operations for several days. Both armies were
Icebound tor a week previous to the Mih of Ife- ember
when th" weather moderated, and General Ttioma« hav-

l ig eompleied his preparations, Issu d order, ror kittle
the ensuing lay. At an early hour on th< morning or the

1 jfh of Dim- nilier General Thomas mov d against H<'»d'r
army. I he battle *as furiously contested until nlghtrsll.
'The total remit was the Capture of sixteen pleres of
artillery and 1,'JCO prisoners. Iiesides several hiindnd
staud'- of small arms and about 40 wagons. The enemy
had hei fi for,-,., | b,,c|{ al n|| points with heavy lo..», and
oni casualties were unusally light. Tho boiiavior of tho

*a* UDs"ri>n«sed lor -teadiness and alacrity Ui

h, . , mwrr,l»'n', wid the or glnal plan of battle, with

,
*m strictly adheri d to. The whole

nn Tl blv"""«lted in line of battle durlug the night
in i.to .5^L1U <l*rk, while preparations were

row
the battle at an early hour on tho mor-

the morning the 1Mb, at six o'clo. k In

t At three o'clock In the afternoon, the

bv the iwh Overton's Hill was »-sault d

oflhn V r,u .. 'i ' ,mn'edlately follow mg the eifect

in nlL^,'' Generala Smith s ind ^.hotleid's

r'-iH^lv, fro?l .*r!LMt lh.! """"T'o works In their

breakine his linna nV5' before them, Irreparably

. he latter four general .mee^ «
remarkably small, scarcely mentkmable All of
the enemy that did escape wen nursiiMi km. «i,o
«ofs of Brentwood or Hnrpeth Hills. General wuLl!'.
ravalnr dismounted, attacked »be ^yT^|U^o?.y
with fChoileld and Hmith, striking him In revell
gaining firm posseeslon of tirnnny White n{,« .fr
his retreat by that route. Wood's and Steedman's
troopa, hwlug the jibouti of victory coming iron# tho

right, rushed Impetuously forward, renewing Ibe as-muit
ou Overton's Hill, an<1 although ue lilU a very heavy
lire, the onset km irreeiatihlo, artillery ana Innumerable

B toners tall ng Into our hands. The enerry, hopelessly
ken, fli'd In confusion through the Brentwood Pass,

the Fourth oor * In a elo»m pursuit, which was continued
for several miles, wheu dai knee* closed the acene, and
the troops rested from their labors. During the two
days' ojurat'on* there were 4,402 prisoners captured.
Including 28T officer* of all grades from that of major
general, 53 pieces of artillery and thousands of mnull
arms The enemy abandoned on the tield all of his dead
and wounded."
At the bnttle of Nashville Hood's array,which at one time

was considered the best drilled and most formidable rebel
force set on foot during the war, disappeared as an army
organization. Commanded miccewvely by Bragg, John¬
ston and Hood, many bloody tleida proved the courage of
the soldiers and the skill of Ita commander*. The shat¬
tered fragments of this army were pursued from Nash¬
ville to the Tennessee river by the main lon es of Gene¬
ral Thomas, and were followed and harassed lor two hun¬
dred miles by detn<:hed command*. In bis report Gene¬
ral Thomaa remarks: "To Colonel Palmer ana his com¬
mand is accorded the credit of giving Hood's army the
last blow of the campaign, at a distance of over two hun¬
dred miles from where we first struck the enemy on the
15th of December, near Nashville. " What troops oscaped
from the pursuit were afterwards united with other frag¬
ments of rebel force* under General Johnston, and finallylaid down their arm* to General Sherman at Raleigh.

moruam's ia^r Ram.
While the events that have been mentioned were

transpiring in the main armies, other military opera¬
tions of less magnitude, but contributing to the general
result by harassing ana weakening the enemy, were
in progress. A large rebel force, under John Morgan,
Invaded Kentucky, and was defeated by General
Burbridgc in a severe engagement at Cynthiana on the
12th day of June. John Morgan was surprised and
killed, and his staff raptured by General Gillem on the
4th day of September, 1864. In the month of Novem¬
ber a rebel expedition, under Breckinridge, Duke and
Vaughn, was repulsed by General Ammon, and driven
from East Tennessee. An expedition under General
Stomiman and Goneral Burbridge penetrated to Saltville,

in southwestern Virginia, destroyed the works at that
place, broke up the railroads, and Inflicted great destruc¬
tion upon the enemy's supplies and communications.

PRIK'H I.Ayr INVASION OF MISSOURI.
After the withdrawal of our troops from the Red river,

a large rebel force advancod under Sterling Price into
Kansas, and penetrated thence into the Department of
the Missouri. But they were at length driven back with
heavy loss.
Other military operations of greater or less mag¬

nitude occurred during the year.some attended
with disaster, soma with brilliant suocess. Of
the former class were Kilpatrick's raid against
Richmond, the capture of Plymouth anil its
garrison, nt the commencement of the year, by the rebels
under Hoko; the defeat of the expedition from Mem¬
phis, under General Sturgls; the capture of Fort 1'illow
by halmers and Forrest, and Stonrman'K oxped tlon to
Amlorsonvillo. On the other hand, the rawls of (Jrl'Tson
from Memphis, in December; of Stonemiui and Burbridge
into V.rginia, of Wilson into Alabama, inflicted sore dis¬
tress upon the enemy, and brought the rebels to a sol*
emn sense of tiio suHomigs caused to themselves by the
war they had undertaken against their government.

TIIK SITUATION AT THK IIKOINNINII Of 1K»>5.
At the commencement of the year 1H05 all hearts were

more anxio s than ever to bring the war to a speedy
close. Every preparation to that end was made by the
department and by the mil.tary commanders in the field.
Adequate appropriations woro vol d and new popular
loaiiH a ilhori/cd by Congress. Further mea^urpR far re¬
cruiting tho army, prompted bv experience, were ex¬
acted. A new draft for half a million or men was put
into prompt execution. Tho Mate Executives re¬
newed their labors In oalllng for voluuteers.
The people responded to the demands of the
occasion, and rapd recru'tniont began in all

i he States, and wan at Its height when Richmond fell.
Troops were at that time being raised, organized, armed
and equipped as fast as they could be conveniently
trans])' rtod to thi field. To tho coming campaigns
through the Carolina* and in Virginia all eyes looked for

a speedy and decisive result that should end the war.
Tho military pos.tion is thus stated by the Lieutenant
General:

'.In March, 1865, General Canby was moving an ade¬
quate fur e aeain.it Mobllo and the army defending It,
under General Dirk Taylor; Thomas was pushing out
two large and well appointed cavalry expeditions.onu
from Middle Tennessee, under Brevet Major Genoral

W ilson, against tho en my's vital points in Alabama; the
other from Ea^t Tennessee, under Major General Stone-
man, towards Lynchburg, and assembling the remainder
of his available forces preparatory to off naive operations
from Ensl Tennessee ; General Hh ridan's cavalry was at
Whito House; the armies of the Potomac and James wero
confronting the enemy, under Lee, in bis defences of
Richmond and Petersburg; General Stoneman. with his
arm.es, reinforced by that of General Schofleld, was at
Ooldsboro; General Pope wan making preparations for a

spring campaign against the en"mv under Kirby Smith
and Price, west of the Mis-ippi; and General Hancock
was concentrating a force in the vicinity of Winchester,
Va., to guard against invasion, or to operate offensively,
as m.ghi prove necessary. "

KTKK24GTH V OUR /TIMIR-I W MAROB 1865.
Official reports show that ou tho 1st of March, 1865,

the ag .regato national military for e of all arms, officers
and men. Hits nine hundred and sixty -five thousand five
hundred and nlnety-oue, to wit:.
Available force pros nt for duty 602,508
On detached service In the diil'ereut military de¬

partments 132,638
In field hospitals or unfit for duty :i5,028
In general hospitals or on sick leave at houiu 143,410
Ab-cnt on furlough or as prisoners of war 31,605
Ab.-out without loave 10,683
Grand aggregate 006,301
This force was augmented on the lot of May, 1805, by

enl stment* to the number of one million fivo lindrod
and .sixteen of ail arms, oilier* and men (1,000,610).
The aggregate a\ uiluble force present fur duty on the

1st ol Yarcu wai distributed in the different command*
as follows:.
Army o. the Potomac 103,273
Headquarter* military di\ Is on of tho Mississippi . IT
Deportment oi the Cumberland fi2,82fl
Department o the Tennessee 46,040
Ix-fi wing Army or Georgia 31.044
Cavalry corps milliury divisions of tho Mississippi 27,410
Headquarters military dlvis on of West Mississitipi 24
Reserve biigades military division of West Mis¬

sissippi 18,746
D' pertinent of the Gulf 35 020
Department of Arkansas 24,601
Department of the M ssiss.ppl 24. 158
Sixteen* Ii army orjis 14.U05
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri. . 12
Department <>f the Missouri 18, 5f>T
Department of the Northwest 4,7.11
Headquarters Middle M lltary Division H41
Cavalry >>rees Middle Military Division 12,0N0
Nineteenth army corps 6,812
Middle Department 2.0HV
Department of Washington 20,058
Department of West Virgin a 15,517
Department of Pennsylvania S20
Department of the East 7,482
Department of Vitginla 45,0 0
Do, irtment of North Carol na 34,045
De| arlinent of the South 11,610
Department of Kentucky 10,056
Nor hern Depa*'*nont 11,220
Department <r Pacific 7, "24
Department ot ?¦'.**¦ Mexico 2.601

Orand total 802,508
t:;v t rcrno* r.r fort vwnm.

The acti ope -ni ns of 7C05 b yan with the reduction
of Port Pi her.by a combined rxpedii on of laud and
naval forces. The port of Wllnrttfgton, N. C., during the
whole war had been a prinelr (v.lntof foreign trade
wl'h robe' The ad van! »r its portion defied the
ii. -t i; isl.U, !,.< an*, i1? I he fall of Savannah,

w.ii (¦ g .' ft.-oo liiieh foreign supplies
'( i i I ii. rend Tl slroii' works and

¦i o. ; t 'is1 it t month of Cape Pear
r » -e tho nn e «. of Wilmington. On
k'i v 'ii ut G.iOO men, under
V Ci*ne ul Mm1 r: Portress Monroe to
o; i> .on1nii'"i' v.::*- .

* > toreo under Admiral
Hil l r, k nst Port i i- r :ei duller etf>*)ted a

t, on Hie iAih of I eit re-eml>arked on
'¦ ,:7tl and ft n. ¦<] will ;..iops to Portress Mon-

Tli Gcj " -d the enterprise to
ben '¦ wrv

"

r; ho 2d of Janaary,
was film etl m . Coups, with a re¬
inforcement that m.iuo ti.e .' >'r :i tm ier about eight
thousand. Ou tke morning of r, t of January the
.troops were disembarked, and v «ver of a heavy
effective tire from the fleet. Au fusnult was made in
the plt-rnoon of the 15th of January, Bnd. aft r
>' rate band-to-ha.id lighting for several hours, the
* » were parried, the enemy driven out, and about
midr.ight the wn !.> gan-i. n, with its commander, flene-
rnl Whiting, surrendurrd. The fall of Kort Fisher ear¬
ned with it tlie other di fem es of Cape Koar river. Fort
Cfcwell and the works on Smith's Inland fell Into «>nr
haii is on the ICth and 17th, Port Andet-nn on the 10th,
and, General Si holleid advnnclng, the enemy wero
driven from Wilmington on the 21st of January.

hmkhsa.s'm camvani* tv rim caudlinaji.
Rarly In the month of January Major General Sber-

mnn, littving relltted his nnny. entered upon his cam¬
paign fr<>m Savannah, through the Stales of South Caro-

tut and North Carolina, the Incidents of which are do-
tallil In his accompanying report. Its result la thai
s'ated lu his special field order No. 78:.

Waiting at Savannah only long enough to fill our
VMM we again began a march, whli h for peril, latior
..ul results, will compare wMh any ov-r made by an
Oftur 17. -d armv. The Uooda of the Sevan r .h, ihe swamps
of the Utnubaheo and Edisto, the hlfli ht'ls and rocks of
tlio Santee, tho llat quagmires of the Pi dee and Cape
Pear rlvem, were all passed in mid winter with Its floods
nnd rains, In the face of an accumulating enemy; and
after the battles of Avenrsboro and Bentonv ille, we once
mine cnn.e nut of the wlldeme ,s to meet om Crtends at
(ioldsborough Even then we paused c.'v ^ enough
to get new Clothing, to reload our « ml again
poeb 'd on »o Ra|ei(;ii and beyond, tn 'i; we met our
.nemy eulng for pea o In lead of war nnd flerlng to
submit to tho Injtired laws of his and our cotiuiry.

s -ok Ainu CAFTrn* <r hopilr.
The operations in Oeneral Canhjr's inillt iry division

also exercised an Important Influence at this Juncture.
After the disaster u|>on the R> d river a change of the
in lltary organization wcgt of the Mississippi was mad*
to meet tho emergency. The Department* 9( Arkansas
nnd tho Gulf, Including IsiuNitim and Texas, were united
In one military division West MlaMpM.under com*
inand of Major General Canby. fits efforts were directed
to the nrgnntzai ion and concentration of the forces and
material within his division, and In measures to prevent
the rebel troops west of the Mississippi from reinforcing
the ai mles operating earn of that rh er. In the montn
of July Port Calnes, Port Powell and Kort Morgan, con-
stltnt'ug Important defencee of Mobile bny, were re¬
duced by a combined movement of land forces, under
General Gordon Granger, detached by (Jeneral Canhy,
and co operating with a naval force under Admirmi
ParraguL Early In the spring of 1H85 a large force,
under Generals A. J. Smith, Gordon Granger and P.
Steele, was directed against the city of Mobile. The
enemy were driven oi t of .-panlsh Port by bombard
m'-nt, Port Hlakcty was taken by assault, and the city
of Mobile was evac atod bv the "nemy on the 12th of
April. The brilliancy of theoe achievement* has b^en
overaha4ow«d bv the gntuder sc^lc of operations In

oth«r quartan, bat thatr akill and suece* are worth? ff
blgb admiration. Al'er the fall of Savannah, Charles-
ton and Wilmington in' enemy had placed hn laat h 'i>''»
on retaining a foothold id the <'otton Status at Mobile.
It wan strongly fortified and garriaoued, and orders were
Issued to bold It at every hazard.

sumidan'h kaiii asocn* Memos*.
Ia the latter part of Februarv General Sheridan, under

direction o. the Lieutenant tinier J, moved from Win¬
chester to Staunton, whirh place he captured on the 2d
of March, taking prisoners, artillery and military stores.
He thence moved on Charlottesville. and destroyed the
Richmond and Lynchburg Kailroad, and the bridged
across the Rivanua river. Divid ng bis forces, one
Column nn>ve<t to New Market and destroyed the Janu-s
rivor canal; the other column pushed toward* Lynch
burg, destroying the railroad to Amherst Court House.
Thu.su coin man, reuniting, moved to the Whilu House, on
the Pamuukey, effecting threat destruciion of tho eanul

on tlieir route, and theuce put themselves in communi¬
cation with the force* around Richmond.
The month of March. ista, opened the great campaign

against Richmond and the army that had no long de-
feuded the rebel capital.

GRANT'S I AST GRAND CAin'-MO*.
Instructions were given by the Lieutenant General on

the 24th of March for a general movement of the national
forces around Richmond. It commenced on the morningof the 2Uth March. Ten days' marching and lightingfinished the campaign. Richmond, Petersburg, the
army of Virginia uud its commander wero captured. Jef¬
ferson Davis and his so-called Confederate government
wore fugitives or prisoners of war. Davis fled from
Richmond on the afternoon of Sunday, tbe 2d day of
April. The national forces occupied Petersburg und
entered Richmond on Monday morning. Lee's army was
pursued until It reached Appomatox Court Bouse, whore
on Sunday, tho Oth day of April, It laid down Its arms on
the terms prescribed by General Grant.

Tint STRRK.N IlKk or THB RKHKL ARMTKd.
From this period tho history of the war is but an enu¬

meration of successive diirrenilura by rebel commanders.
On the 20th day of April General Johnston surronderod
bis command to Major General Shorman, at Raleigh,North Carolina. General Howell Cobb, with twelve hun¬
dred. militia and Ave generals, surrendered to General
Wilson, at Macon, Georgia, on the 20th or April. General
Dick Taylor, on tho Mtn of May, surrendered all the re¬
maining rebel forces east of tho Mississippi to General
Canby. On the 11th of May Jefferson David, disguisedand in flight, was captured at Irwinsvllle, Georgia. On
the 20th of May General Kirby Smith surrendered bis
entire commaud, west of the Mississippi, to Miv)or Gene¬
ral Canby. With this surrender the organized rebel force
disappeared from tho territory of the United Stated.
The lint; of the United States was lowered at Fort Sumter

on tho 14th of April, 1H01, by Major Anderson, who, long
beslegi d by overwhelming rebel forces, was compelled,villi bis small garrison, to evacuate the works. On the
anniversary of that day, four years later, tho rebel forces
havim: been driven from Charleston, the national banner
was plauteil again upon Fort Sumter, imd"r tho orders of
the President, by the bauds of General Anderson, with
appropriato military and naval ceremonies, and a com
memoratlve address delivered by the Rot. Henry Ward
Beecher.

Tlieir victorious campaigns ended, the Armies of the
Tennessee and tbe Cumberland and tho Army of the
Potomac marched through Richmond to theft deral capi¬
tal, whore they were reviewed bv the President and the
distinguished commanders under whom they had so long
and so gallantly nerved in tho Held After this national
ceremony they and their fellow soldiers In other com¬
mands were paid, and, as rapidly as tho condition of
affairs would admit were released from the mtlliary ser¬
vice of the country and returning to their homos In tho
several Stales, they were welcomed with the thanks and
rejoicings of a grateful people

¦rilK AS-A'-HINATION.
One other event may properly bo noticed in this report

as a pari of tho military hisiory of the rebellion. Wliilo
our armies, by their gallantry end courage nnd the skill
ot their commanders, were overcoming all resistance in
the Hold to the national authority, u swift and sudden
blow was aimed at the national existence and al the lifo
of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army aud Navy,
which, for atrocity in its clrcutnslniices, the cruel art
that designed it, and the peril to which it exposed the
government, is unsurpassed In the history of nnt'ons.
Shortly before tbe Richmond campaign opened l'resl-
deLt Lincoln went to the headquarters of General Grant
at Citv Point, where he remninod until the capture of
Petersburg and Richmond. Alter tlieir occupation by
our forcos ho visited those cities, and returned to Wash¬
ington on the evening of Sunday, the nth day of April.
Tha despatch of the Lieutenant General, announcing
General Leo's surrender, m communicated to him
about eleven o'clock Sunday nleht. From tbat time
until he was assassinated his attention was earnestly
directed to the restoration of peace anil the reorgan¬
ization of civil government in tho insurgent States.
In a public address to an assemblage that
mot at the Executive Msnslon on tho evening of Wednes¬
day, the 12th of April, to congratulate him on tbe suc¬
cess of our arms, his views and some of his measures
were explained. On tho night of the' following Friday
tlie President was shot by an assassin, and expired nt
about seven o'clock on the morning of Saturday, the
151 h of April. This assassination appeared to be part of

a deliberate, comprehensive conspiracy to assassinate the
President, Moo President, Secretary of State, Lieutenant
General and other officers of the government, with a
view to its disorganization About tho same hour of tha
President's murder an effort was made to aasasslnate the
Secretary of Stale, who was then confined to his bed by
serous Injuries, accidentally received a few days before.
He and other member* of bis family were dan¬
gerously wounded. Some of the partled engaged
in this conspiracy were tried, convicted nnd executed;
others are still under sentence of imprisonment for
life The details are given in the report of the Judge
Advocate General. The daslgns upon the Vloo President
and the Lioutenant General failed ; and upon the death of
the President, tbe Vice President was sworn Into office,and assumed the duties of President of the United States.
These events wero promptly communicated to tbe armies
by genoral orders, and from thenceforth until the present
time the government has been administered by Andrew
Johnson as Chief Executive and Coinmander-ln-f blof of
the army and navy.
THF WORK OV RWTOIHTRtTrTIOK FROM A MIUTART POINT OP

V1RW.
Th<< destruction of the rebel military power opened the

way to re-establish civil government in (be Insurgent
States. From that period the functions of tbe military
department became dimply co-operative with other
brain-hen of the federal government

Nashville, Tennessee, wan the first capital of an Insur¬
gent state In which the federal authority was re estab¬
lished Tbe rebel army was driven out nn the 2.^1 day
of February, 1162. and that city occupied by the Union
forces. On the 3d day of March. 1*02, Andrew Johnson,
then Senator iu Confess from toe Stato of Tennesson.
the only Senator from an Insurgent State who retained his
seal In Congress.was appointed Military Governor of
tbe State of Tennessee He accepted the appointment,
and promptly entered upon his duties, and continued to
exercise them until his resignation <>n the 3d day of
March, 1KK6. In all the vicissitudes of the war his ad¬
ministration wuk directed to the establishment and main¬
tenance of the constitution an<1 laws of the fnlt<>d Stale*
within and over the State of Tennessee Without enter¬
ing upon details it Is sufficient to remark that extension
of civil authority kept pace with tbe reduction of the
rebel power. The federal courts were opened, andJus¬
tice administered. t'nder his direction, against many
discouragements and much opposition, great advance
was made towards the full re establishment of civil a u¬

thority, and the restoreton of the State to its practical
relations to the federal government. Re Issned » proc¬
lamation on the Oth of January, 1H(M, for the election of
township and county officers, justices of the peace, con¬
stables, trust 'os, sheriffs, rlorks, registers, and tax col¬
lectors. In the month of May a convention was held at
Knoxville, East Tennessee, to devise measures for
restoring civil government In the State. In the month
of August another convention was called to meet at
Nashville on the 6th of Neptemtier, to reorganise the
State. A full convention l>elng prevented bv the condi¬
tion of military affair*, this body recommended that an¬
other convention, "elected by the loyal people." should
assemble at nn early day to revlfe the State constitution.
The Governor l»s«u>d a proclamation on the 7th of Sep¬
tember, announcing that be should proceed to appoint
officers and establish tribunals "in all the counties and
districts of the State whenever the people gave evidence
of loyalty and a de-ire for civil government, and a will¬
ingness to sustain the officers and tribunals." A con¬
vention was called to meet on the Oth of January, 1A66,
at Nashville, to revise the stAte const itution. This con¬
vention met, amendments to tbe State constitution were
adopted, slavery was abolished and provision tnnde for
submitting the amendments to the people, and for hold¬
ing ele<Hons. The (intendments were ratified by popular
vote. A Governor, legislature and m mbers of Congress
were subsequently jon the 4th of March) elected by the
people. The Leg "Mature essembled on the first Monday
of April; ttie abolition of slavery was enacted, Senators
to Congress elected, and a state government was full v
organized, and has since continued in action. This sys¬
tem of reorganization having been found practicable by
actual experience, It wns adopted by th" President, with
each modifications as he deemed proper, tor all tbe in¬
surgent tales, and is now In course of execution.
The disposition exhibited nfter the Rurrender of their

armies in all the Insurgent States to submit to the na¬
tional authority dispensed with the necessity of keepinglarge armies on loot, and Indicated the degr e to which
the war power might be reduced So much only ef the
national military force haa been kept in each State aa la
needed to keep the ]ieace, protect tbe public property
and enforce the laws.

IMSRANnft'l OP THR ARMirR,
It was apparent that by the surrender of General Tee

and his army, the military power, on which alone the
rebellion noted, was Irretrievably broken, no doubt

b. Ing entertained that Lee's surrender would be followed
by tnat of Johnston, and perhaps by all other oommand-
ers of the insurgent forces. 1 lie attention of the depart¬
ment was Immediately directed to the following objects,
end on the 13tb ol April, four days after Izee's surrender,
Subllc notice was giv n that ordnra would be speedily
isued to carry them inki effect, viz:.
Firit To atop all drafting and recrultlnf in the loyal

States.
Nrtmd.To curtail purchases of arms, ammunition,

quartermaster and commissary sirppllea, snd reduce the
expens s of the military establishment in the several
branches.
Third.To reduce the number of general and staff offi¬

cers to the actual necessities of the service.
F urth. To remove all military restriction* upon trade

and commerce, so far as might be consistent with tbe
public safety.
These measures have b en carried into effect from time

to time, aa the exigencies of the service would admit. It
will be aeen from the report of the Adjutant Ceneral that
troo|* to lli number of 800,063 have already been mus¬
tered, pa d off and dlebend d. Further reduction i* con¬
templated. I'pon the discharge of troops tbe eervltee of

a great number ol staff, field and general officers were no
longer required. Of these some have reel' ned, and others
were honorably mustered out No doabt In many in-tances
It baa been painful for gallant and aneempltahed officer* to
leave that service to wnicb th y ha. e been accustomed,
and where they have won honorable distinction. But it
Is to the credit of the volunteer nrtrice that they have
recotrnlzed the obligation of the government te reduce
the military establishment with the occasion that called
it Into existence, and that thutr own wishes or Interest
hare not been importunately urged against tbe t.eee**i-
tles of the service.

tub vrtrraw numtvu conn.
The di*p<»i'lon of the Veteran Reserve i nrpc presented

some coh^jf.i in im. s o peculiar nature. I' wae the incli¬
nation ol the <lej.attm .nt to retain It In turvlco until tbe

myelin* et Congresa But inquiry sbowed that a my¦mail per cent of enlisted ioen were content to remain In
service All who dealred have therefore boon dischargedand supernumerary officers mustered out.

TBS H I Ml Altai
Recruiting to All the regular regiments Uaa continued

Several thousand application* for commission* In
regular service are on file. These comrosetoim, hitherto,have been conferred only by promotion from the ranks.
But tu secure the requisite number of competent officers,

a board has been appointed to examine applicant* and
determine their relative merit From the list »el*«i«d
by the board, and in the order of merit, appointments
are tu b« innde. Two yean' actual service in the war la
indixpeunable for appointment.

A MILITIA (tYHTM RSOO*lf«NP*r>
The establishment of a well organized militia syBtem is

one of thu must important subjects that will demand the
attention of Coniire-w. This sublect has already receive
careful consideration, and it Is behoved that, after con¬
ference with the appropriate committees, a practicul sys¬
tem may be agreed upon
Measures for the establishment of homes, and some

provisions for the aid ami relief of wounded and dm
ableil soldiers, is also a subject that will commend itself
strongly to every patriotic heart. Whether this duty,
which the country owes to patriots who have suffered In
the national defence, can best lie jierformed by the na¬
tional government or administered by thn respective
¦State authorities, and whether relief can best be aflorded
by an increase of pension, or by establishing homes, are
points on which opinions differ, and which can only be
settled by the wisdom of Congress.

THK WfT POUT KMFOBT.
The Board of Visitors to the Military Academy at West

Point, in June last, made an elatxiralc report, which Is
herewith submitted. They recommend a reorganisation,
and a number of measures which, in their opinion, will
enhance the bouetita of that national institution. To
these the attention of Congress is respectfully invited,
with the recommendation that the number of cadets be
increased, as rocommendod. and that the superintend¬
ence of the institution be no longer confined to tho Kngl .

neer Bureau. It is believed that the Military Academy ia
at present well conducted, and that their responsible du¬

ties are efficiently performed by the officer*, professors
and instructors charged with the Institution.

TO..
WAR *>*P«OPRIATTOIC8.

..V1' *Rr "PP^Printlons at the last session or Congress,
Th.^i^f . ^*d,tamounte<l t0 ,h0 ¦nln of 15 18.1'40, 131.

30, y^"r, commencing Juuo

n,irJ1;r.?8tiTl"s Ari! basP(1 "P°n ¦ standing force of
rrnLl -l.t .m^;i'00rK'lnlZ<MluS l° "f »n IB

-T,r°Ul * JDal orgftniiatioM, to 82,800 troops
lms beon mat1e "ftor conference and care

ful consideration, and in believed to bo adequato for any

^! ".nal^tg, n.Cy' lf lb® ^"""T should be blessed with
!t*\ .P" r",llr,io,i °f the natlmiil military force, in

!w» ill y UI1 """'tors, )H without example, arid if
there bo any alarm in the public mind because this reduc-
lm .. .

Wtl }" >r?r# <JO«<tion* at home and abroad
«»...» li . .7 ' a "f °"ni"<len«*ioB of the subject will
sn »w Ui.»t tli#»ro i* no vhmho for apprehension

_.
T"K W'RI'K HKTAINBD D» TIIK UlRTICIt.

-h
10 ! fetained is small compared with that

wheh was organized to subdue the rebellion. But the

«r .K '¦'."landing greater foree sre. 1st, renewal
HI, , '!!s"rr^tl"n : H » t''WiKn » «r. For either or both

nffDC|es the national resources remain ample The
i!H !^man»5 Wttr' ,,H "hown by our experience, are,
tst, troops; id, armband amru .nition; 3d, oloibiriir; 4th
transportation, mi f»th, subsistence supplies.

'

CHAR/CTKK OF TIIM TKOOPN IttMMMjRn.
I ne troops disbanded wore chiefly volunteers, who

went to the Hold to uphold the sy.t m of free govern-
m-nt established l»y tlmir fathers, and which thev mean

iriir u
lo V10'1, ' hillir''». Their toils and mtfferinR*,

their marches battles and victories, have not diminished
the val no Of that government to thorn; so that any new
rebellion would encmnitcr equal or greater force for its
reduction; and nono can over spring up with such advan
ges at the start, or be conducted with superior moms,

nb ty or prospect of siiccks. A foreign war would in¬
to iiHify the national feeling, and thousands, once mlsl d
would rejoice to atone their error by rallying to the na¬
tional flag. The question of time in which armies could
r IU,T 10 ?' "isurroctlon or repel Invasion is, there
Tore, the only q cation relating to troo|w. Our expe¬
rience In this point is significant. When Le -'s army sur
rendered thousands of recruits wero pouring in and
men were discharged from recruiting stations' and
rendezvous in every State. On sovural occasions,
when troops were promptly needed lo avert init>end!
lng disaster, vigorous exertion brought them Into tin
Held from remote States, with incredible speed. Olll

f.. iST'"* ! lfM* t.'lat after the disasters on th-- Peninsula,
in lS8i over eighty thousand troops wero enlisted, or'
gamzed, armed, oqu pped und sent into the Hold in less
than a month. Sixty thousand troops have repeatedly
gone to tho lleld within four weeks. And ninety thou.

3E?L JnTC w70.H<",t lo th" armlos from Ihe flve
-oi i* :"0'. In,liani». Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin
within twenty daya.
When tho rebellion commenced the nation was a

stranger to war. Officers had little experience, pritutuH
had nono. But tho present generation of men in t'lis
country are now votorau soldiers. For tho battle, the
march or the siege, thoy arc (dread v trained, thev tire
»s much at home in tbo tented fleld as in the farm
house, the manufa- tory or the shop. No time is required
to train thum ; and the speod of the railroad and t. le
graph determines tho time roqtilred to raise an uruiv in
the I nited States
Seemd.As to arms and ammunition. The diffcanded

armies were allowed to take homo their arms at
a nominal price. Rust Is not likely to gather
on tho miiMkot or nabre borne through the
campaigns or 1884 «md 1885. Tho govern-

urh°l"'lH more tlmn a million of the

-?rnl* anJ "^"Ipments. Tho artillery
on hand taaks the department for ttfl mcuiiR of storage.
The manufacture or ammunition requires mat -rials tor
which we have In some degree relied upon other coun¬
tries, because they could bo bad cheapor. For this rea¬
son, and to guard against against any mischance, throe
yoars stock of material for ammunition has already
-!!»nJi0.''.1/11. Bl<>r,V "n'1 ""1 HUPP'y on hand Is ample for

I. I 7*.n sgainst us bv any natioa
tra,l,P"rlat'on and sbsistence. Aflor

selling or distributing among freedmen and refugees all
damaged or Irregular clothing, the stock of clothing and
material In the Quartermaster's depots la sufficient lor
any armies that may be called into service. The water

'r-n-rr.? filing stock, mules, wagons and horses
held hy the government were adequate to the movement
and supply ol larger forces, in less time, than had here-
tof.ro been known in war. Tire government has dls
posed or is disposing or this transportation : but It re¬
mains in this country, and cun answer any exigency.
Army subsistence is derived rrom the rountrv in which

military operations are carried on, or suppliod from other
markets During the war this most vital hran h or the
serric* never railed. It answers to the demand, and is
ever ready to meot the national call.

It is plain, thorufoie, that the abundance of our means
ror war enables tho government or the t'nltod State* to

r dueo the standing force to a lower degree than anv
other nation. Lnless war be actually raging, tho mili¬
tary force < an l>e brought within very narrow limits.

n Ulfi e*ige»ey railing for an exhibition
of military |>ower, it can be promptly met. With our
edueanon, Iiabit* and expert nee, the nation, while In the
midst or jieace, Is prepared for war.

th* ramicirr MIUTART (»«i;Aj»itATioi».
The pres-nt military organtzation comprehends nine¬

teen departments, embraced in live military divisions, as
ioiIowk;.

'

1. Tho Department of the Fast, Major General Joseph
Hooker to command, to embrace the New Kngland
N^'VorttTity r" Md StW Jer"'r H"a,l1"arters at

2. The Middle Department, Major General W. 8. Han-
cock to command, to embrace the States of West V r-
glnra, Maryland (excepting the counties or Montgomery

.Antif *ru"<lu' 'ytnK «»uth of the Annapolis
an I Klk Kldge Kailroad, and cx« Imling the city or An
napolla, Prince OeorgeVL Cslvert, Otarles and St.
Mary i), the county or Loudon, and the Shenandoah
in* "'"r??,Ull,"Md 'n<i0,"n* Hockingham county,
In Virginia, the State* or Delaware and I'ennsylvanra
Headquart.m at Baltimore.

3. The DeparUuent of Washington, Mafor Oeneral
h"i *u*ur. *° command, to embrace the District or
Columbia, the counti-s .f Montgomery, that |«rt of

'Jr,n* *°uth of the Annapolia and Klk
Kldge KaNroad, and includ.ng the city of Annapolis,
lrin. e George's. Calvert, ( harles and HL Mary s, in
Maryland, and Alexandria and Fairfax counties In Vir¬
gin a Headquarters at Washington.
* S.' « J^P^aont or the Ohio, ALsJor General
nk - .h. d ColI"".n.|. t'> embrsce the Su es of
Oh o, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan Head¬
quarters at Detroit.
# The Department or the Tennessee, Major General

Oeorge Stoneman to command, to embrace tho State or
Tennessee Headquarters at Knnxvllle.
8 The Department of K ntucky, Major General John

M. I aimer to command, t« embrace thesuteof Ke»
tucky, and JefTersorivllle and New Albany, in Indiana
Ilc.niquarters at Louisrllle.

7 The Department or Missouri. M^Jor Gen. ral John
J*o|>e to command, to . mbra-ethe Males of Mlnnes..ta
towa Ml-aourl and Kansas, and the Territories of Colo
.ado, Lt.h , NeVraaka, Dakota, Ntw Mexico arid Hon
una Hea<]quarten at «t Lnula

8 The l)Q|iartmeiit o» Virginia, M^or Gen eral Alfred
li Terry to command, to embrace the Mote ot Virgiaia.
**CCP''IU» Alexandria. Fairtax and Ixiudori counties, ana
th" Shenandoah Valley as rar south as and Including

iH" *m tounty. Headquarters at Re hmond.
9 The Department or North Carolina. M«j..r neral J.

M. Schotleld to command, to embrace the sute of North
Carolina. Headquarter* at Raleigh

10 The Department of South Carolina, MnJ»r General
Daniel tickles to Command, to embrace the hut« of
south i arohna. Headquarters at Charleston

II The Department of Ueorgia, Mnjor Genr<raJ James
B. Steedman to command, to embrace the Mate of
Oeorgia. Headquarters at Augusta.

12. The Department of Klorida, Vi\Jor General John O.
Fo«ler«to oon»mand, to embrace tho Sute or Florida
Headquarters at Tallahassee

13. The Department of Mwslsslppl, M^or General
Thomas J Wood to command, to embraoe the Sute of
Mississippi Headquarters at Vicksburg.

14. The Department of Alabama, Major General C R.
Wood to command, to embrace the huts of Alabama
Headquarters at Mobile.

lft. The I>e;*rtmenl of Irolslana, Majvr General E R.
S. I anbr u command, to embrace tho ^Ut* of Loiiui
ana ifeadqimrt rs at New Orleans

18 The Dei^rtnieat of Texas, Major General H G
Wright to command, lo ambrace tl.» Stau of Texas
H« adquarters at Oahestoo.

17. The Department of Arkansas. M^Jor General J J
Reynolds to couimand, to etnbsace the SUle of Arkansas
sad the Indian Territory. H< adqiort ra at Uttlo Rock

18 The Department of the Columbia, Brigadier (Jen
eral F Hteele lo cntnmand, to enfcraoe the ^Ute or Ora
gon ani) T< rrttorie* ©r Washli^ton and Idaho Head
quarters at Fort Vancouver

19 The Department of Caftroraln, Major General Irvln
McDowell lo command, to embrace the States of Califor¬
nia and Nevada and TerriVnrtea of New Mexico and Art-
tons. Headquarter* at San Francisco,

1 The Military Dlvnlan of the Atlantic, Major Oeneral
Oeovft G. ilettde to oommand, to embrace the Depart
ment of the Fast, Middle Department, Department of
VirginU, Department of North Carolina and Department

**ro,,n*- Headquarter* at Philadelphia
.Ji w,iMJ!,Ur7 WrliioB ..f the Mis*i»lppi, Msjor Oen
erai W. T Sherman to Command, lo embrace th* Depart¬
ment of the i)h|.>, Department of the Mlanotirl and De-

( oartment o( Arkansas, He»dquart«r« Unit*

S n« mllitaiT gf the Outf. Major Oeoanl P. H lift
dan to ooHMMDO, to embrace tha Department of U>uM*.
.ma, Department of Tmu and Department of KloritoL
Headquarters it Itow Orleana.

4. Tlie military division of the Tenn-Kaee, Mijor 0»oa
1*1 O. H Thomaa to command, to embrace the Depart¬
ment of the Tsnneeaaa, Department of Kentucky, »a-
partui-nt of Georgia, Drpartment of Miaainalppi and Bt>
jMirtinent of Alabama. 0eadquartern at Nsalivllla.

6. The nnliiary division of the Pacific, Major Ocnaotf
HW Ho.lle. lt to command, to embrace the Departmes*
of tha Columbia and Department of California. Head¬
quarters at'San Franc utco.

muuN HiMiurrnM.
Indian bostilitie* upon the plaiaa and the overland

route* to the Pai-iflr coast liave give* much annoy&noe.
required the employ ineut of many tro«v«, and occadonan

fr.>at expense to the military department. Sevond.
ndisn council* have beeu held (faring the peal

season, and large mllita'y expedition* Hunt oat
aguiunt hoHi.le tribes and twind* What baa been ac¬
complished by treaty or by lighting wlfl doubtlem ha
exhibited In the official report* of the Indian campaign^
which have not yet reached the de|>artment.
DM.anclng the troops reduces at once the amount to

he expended In Mime items of appropriation, bat to
others requires larger immediate expenditures. Upontheir discharge the soldiers became entitled to all tha
instalment* of liounty which would h*ve fallen due at
later periods, and in many cases exceeding a year'* pay.The tr&usportailon of large armies from the Held, to
Southern States, to their remote home# in tha Wuai or
in Kastern ami Northern States, made extraordinary
drafts on the Quartermaster'* Department, beyond what
would be req.trod for armies marching or eucampeA,
The vast-amount of live stork on band require* forafa
until sale* can be maile Those are otlerted with to*
utmost diligence but mill this largo item or expeiuM-
ture continues through a large part of the fiscal year.
Tb« financial effects, therefore, of the reduction of to*
army and retrenchment of expenditures < vi only oporato
to any great extent on the n-xt aural year
THK WORK Or RIDUCIXli TIIK MIUT4UT (IPBIDmUa.
To accomplish the tfre.it object of promptly reducing

tha military expenditure*, the following general order
was made by the Secretary of War on the 2Hth ofJune:.
VOH UDCOINQ KXPBW8W OK TH* MILITARY R8TASLISHXRHY.
Grnkral ORDKRS, No. 77..Ordered I. That the chief* of

the respective bureaus of thin department proceed ihuh-
dlatelv to redues the expense* of tlieir respective depart¬
ments to what 1» absolutely necessary. In view o( an imme¬
diate reduction of the force* In the lield and garrison, and
thtt speedy termination of hostilities, and that they aeveraBy
make (Hit statements of the reduction they deem practicable.

II. That the Quartermaster (Itinera! discharge *11 oceaa
transports not required to bring home troops in remote de¬
partment* All rlrer and Inland transportation will be dla-
charged except that required lor necessary auppllea to troese
in the Held Purchases of horse*. muln, trajuM >M omt
land transportation will lie stopped; also purchases of loraA
eiceiH wliaf Is required for Immediate consumption. M
purcha «»-. for railroad construction aad transportation wdM
also he stopped

III Thai the Commissary Gennral of Subsistence atop Mm
purchase of supplies In hi» department, except for such aa
may. Willi what is on hnnd, he required for the forces In Mia
Held to the 1st of.Ione next

IV. Tli,it the Chief of Ordnance stop all purchases af
.rmi, liiiimiinliloii and materials therefor, and reduce the
manufactui mg o! arms and ordnance stoies in f{orertiiiiMt
ar.mialH as r»i>iilty as can be done without injury to tba
service

V. That the Chief of Knginecr* stop work on all field forti¬
fications and other works, except t hone for which apeoMaappropriations have been made by Coagress for oompinti*^
or that may he required for the pro|ier pro Icction ol work*
In progress

VI. Thai all volunteer soldiers ' pati'-nts) Iti hospitals, ea-
cent veteran volunteers, veterans of the Klr-t army corpe
(Hancock's) ami enllNted men of ihe Veteran Keaerve re rue,
who require no further medical treatment, be honorably ole-
charmd from sendee, with Immediate payment.

All olllcers and enlisted men who hare been prisoners of
war. mid now on furlough or at the parole camps, and aft
rc.-rmts In reiiji zvous, rnxpt those for the regular army
and the l'lrst army corps (Hancock's), will likewise be hon-
oralily discharged.

Officers whose duty It is. under the regulations of the ser¬
vice, t i make out rolls and other llnal papers connected with
the discharge and payment ot sol.tiers, are directed to in rfcs
them out without del y, so that this order may be carried
Into ellect immediately. Commanding i," nerals of urmiaa
and department* will look to the prompt execution of thla
work.

%'1I The Adjutant General of the army will cause lm»»
dlate returns to he made by all conimandors In the Held,
garrisons, del achmenl* and post*, of their rcapectlve foroea,
with a view to their Immediate reduction.

VIII. The Quartermaster's, Subsistence, Ordnanoe, Kngl-
neer anil Provost Marshal 'oncrsl's departments will reduce
the nuinhcr of clerks and employes to that absolutely re-
qutt ed lor closing the business of their respective depart,
menu, and will, without delay, report to the Secretaiy of
War the number required of each class or Kradr
The Surgeon General will make similar reduction* of

medical nflicer*. nurses and at lend,nils In his bureau.
IK. The chiefs of the respective bureaus will ImmedlaMQf

raise properly returns to be made out of the public pi ope
In their charge, and a el " " '"

may he sold, upon ml
prejudice to the service

in their charge, and a statement of the property in c-cli that
may be sold, upon udvertisomeul and public sale. wltbotA

X. The Commissary of Prisoners will have rolls made
of the name, residence, time and place of capture and w

patlon of all prisoners of war who will take the oath of alia
glanee to the United Slates, to the end that such as are dis¬
posed to become good and loyal citizens ol the United Staler
iiml who are proper objects of Executive clemency, may bo
released upon the terms that to the President sh.jl seem At
and consistent with public safety.
Tho administrative detail* of the department during

the great military operations that bave been mentioned,
and what ha* been don* towards a reduction to a penes
esUbll.shm-nl, will appear la the reports of the rcxpooUr*
chiefs of bureaus

ADjrTANT OK.MtRAL'S rktort
From tho report of the Adjutunl General It will ba

seen that the recruiting service of the regular army la
progressing favorably ; the number of recruits enbstetf
for all arms, from October 31, 1864, to October U ISO,
having been lV.ftSS. The regiments comprising It bar*
b"en distributed to stations, and tboir rank* aro rapidly
filling up, thus enabling the department to relieve rop-
menu of volunteer troop*. Th > present authorised
strength of th* regular regiments I* 062 officers aad
41,HI# enlisted men. This estimate I* made on the haala
of 42 privates lo a company, the uunber now allowed hf
law at all cxrept frontier pools.

It is rocommended In the report that the maxImom
standard be fixed at 100 enlisted men to,a company.
A LAW TO MU.4T BOTH IN TH* BSOUljta AftMY A* M>.

HI'lANS WiM'lli

The Adjutant General recommends that provision* ba
mode by law for enlisting one hundred boys, not under
twelve years of age, as musicians, a* waa dona before th*
laws of 1804 and 1806 prohibited the enlistment of Ml.
nor* under the ag« uf sixteen y**rs; that the lawe^y
which one-half of tholr pay, during the period of afc.
sence, Is lost by officer* abaent with leave for more Him
thirty days la one vear, except from wounds or slcknaaa^
be repealed, and that an act be passed providing for tkt
enlistment of meritorious disabled soldier* aa superin¬
tendents of tho national cemeteries, numbering sboat
forty, each to receive the pay and allowance of aa n4-
nance sergeant.

Right volumes of report* of battle*, with map*u(
Indexes, prepared under the resolution of longrass of
May 10, 1804, have been completed and s nt to the gor.
ernmenl printing oilire Tho publication of the greater
part of the remaining reports is only deferred 'mtll th*
receipt of others not yet rendered, and which are required
to preserve the chronological order obeerved In th*
preparation of the volume* already completed. The
register of volunteer officers called for by resolution of
June :iO, 1804, and embracing some 300,000 name*, wtB
lie completed by tho time Congress assembles.
The aggregate of volunteers, drafted men and subatt.

totes ordered to the field between the 1st of November,
1894, and »0th of April, 1M6, was '4»,117 The number
of volunteers, drafted mon and militia mustered out aa4
discharged within the same period was 01,000. In dis¬
banding the force* no longer r-qulred after ihe cewatlMt
of hoHllllties Mi* same machinery of mustermg offlom
and de|mt* ha* been used as In recruiting. Kngtmeata
have been sent home as fast as they oould be transports
and paid, the officer* being held responsible for th* go*4
behavior of the men. Instances have been rare of »mf
disorders Much credit I* due to mustering officers, P*?*
masters and railroad companies, through wbi«e efforts
troo|is, numbering In the aytregale 800,003 men,
been transported, mustered out ami paid.

¦OW THK TROor* WRKR MTS1RHR0 OITT.
On the 28th of April, 1805, It was ordered that

be made of the volunteer force* In the field, with a View
u their Immediate reduction, end In connection with

this oNet regulations were prepared and pr»mulg**«4
for their muster out and discharge la executing this
work, promptness and a proper protection ol thela~
est* of the government and the troops were held In *1
and, among other measures necessary to its nomplotma,
rendexvous were ostabilslied id the field, as woll as hk
most of the Stales At Ihe field rendervoti* all nurphna
property was taken possession of by ibv staff offioera *f
the r<'S|>ectlve supply d jiartments, and the inuater <MR
rolls and other dlscharg' paper* prepared under tbe di¬
rection of corps commissaries of muster* and Mielr aasM-
ants ('or|>* and department commanders were |*.
strueted to *ee that Ihe work waa pushed with ene*0^
using for that end the dlvl*lon and brigade commandant
with Ihelr respe»-tlve staff officers lo su|>*rintend it. Aa
wsm as * regiment or other organization had Ita muster-

out papers pr> |*red, It waa placed t» roate to Its Stala
for payment and final discharge. At the Hlaia
rendezvous waa lora'ed the chief mustering oBear
»r the Slate, or one or mora of hla assimsala,
with |iay msster*. quartermaatera, commiasar e* of aoh-
sisience and ordnnm e officera, whose duties wea> *Nh
the payment and Anal discharge of Uie troops, their
oarc while awaiting the same; the rm option oi ttie pwfc-
||c pro* rty turned In by them, and their tranaportatlam
to their home* after discharge.

Ily tho foregoing arrangements ibaentire fame of eeoa-
missariea and assistant commlsesrios of muster* far
tro»|>s In the Held have been m*de available for tba sal,
in connection with the chief and other State mustrria*
officer*. The most experienced mustering officera aa*
those most familiar with the regiaiental renorda weraaa-
eured; the record* from which tfie mustering out data
were to be obtained were readily arc 'Rsible and the loos
of records (so common through the neglect of rartasaatal
officers) while Ihe regiments were en rai> front tba fleM
lo their Stale*, was avoided Regimental offirwa* hav%
been h< Id to a rigid a countahillly In trapana* tba ra.

corda, and the Interest* of the tailsW'd men thus piatactaC
Ord r and discipline bave beaa maintained whit* truupa
were en roaf' to the Stat<* and aftar arrival Uiarahh
Troop* have been comfortKily cared for up U» tbe a*a-
mi nt they were paid off ami ttinl/ lo start for Ihalf
home*. Dlasatlsfaction among theai ban ba< a obvlata*
and cause* for complaint te*s«ived, aad all pubtic propar
ty ha* been easily seen rati and readllr a«.<mMMed for.
The arrangemenl* for the rare of dt» bagged troen

being completed, order* to muster aot aad dlsrnarga IM
forces from scrvlcs wera issued as follows:.

April W All recrmla, drafledl aaa, subatltutea wmt
volunteer* remaining ad tbe several Stat* defota
Msy 4- All pauenr» In himpluls, except veteran vol¬

ume, r* aad veterraui of tba ftrat army corps (Hsa-
cocks).
May ...All Imnfa of tha cavalry ana wboaa term* tt

servi. e would etuit prior to Oatobar 1.
May 0 .All ndUara aad enlisted men wheae teraa

would explra pilar to May tl. Inclusive.
May IT .AM *r«anftalton* af white troopa la the Army

of the Potoraae wbaaa termaof service would *iplr* priar
to Hapterabar 80, laolaslve.
May 19 .All orgaalanUoas of white troops la *»Jjf

General Kberman'a command whose terms af H»v»
would expire prior lo September 80, Inclusiva.
Ma/ n -All light anlllary In ihe Army ofthe fMh

mac. Ninth army corps, Army of Georgia and Arm# m
lb s Tenneaaae. .

May » .All orgaelxatlons of wbi»a troops wheaawww
W wrvlce would axplr* prior lo September W. lnclh»wr%

[In armies and departinents, eti*pi nei-ertiasaw ot tna

Kaat, New Mexico, 1'aclllc *n<l Northern
Jun^S..Alt turWu* Mult irullci'* ; ' jm wl W*1


